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Tall fescue has very little to no wildlife value. Although it can be a veJ'y desirable plant for livestock forage production
during early spring and fall, it bocomes donnant in the summe!' widt very low forage quality. Ove!' 80% of tall fescue in
Tennessee is endophyte fungus infected A balanced livestock forage program should have a minimum 10% WanD season
forage base.

Following are three methods for fescue eradication. Before using any of these methods, remove any old stem or duff by
mowing or by burning in early spring. Always consult with experienced {n"SOnnel to pian and coOOuct a controlled burn.
Contact the 1N Division of Forestry for additional assistance and pennitting. These guidelines comply with University of
Tennessee recommendations for pesticide applications.

I. B~T METHOD FOR CONTROL OF TALL ~CUE (not applicable on Conservation
Reserve Program or Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program contract acres)
Start one year prior to establishment of desired vegetation.
STEP 1 Spring-Gramoxone Extra
The year prior to establishment mow to prevent fescue from producing seed. About March 1 when tall fescue is actively
growing and less than 4" tall kill the fescue by applying 24 oz. J"X:;f acre of Gramoxone Extra. For ground equipment the
minimum spray per acre J"X:;f application is 10 gal/ac.
STEP 2 Swnrner-Crop
Planting a crop such as com. sorghum, sudangrass hybrids, soybeans, etc. has ~n the most successful method of killing
tall fescue. Soybeans are preferred because of the smooth seedbed present after planting a crop. Herbiddes used on
soybeans are a benefit for weed control during native grass establishment the following year (~ially when me new
planting method is no-till). Where erosion is not a problem, conventional soybean planting is }X"eferred.
Choose either 3a or 3b as a compliment to steps 1 and 2.
STEP3a.
Fall-Roundup Ultra, Spring-Gramoxone (No emerge activity)
In the fall (September 15- October 31) when vegetation is 6-12" tall apply Roundup Ultra at a rate of 1 quart per acre. In
the spring just prior to planting apply 24 oz. of Gramoxone Extra when vegetation is green, but not over 4" tall. For
ground equipmem the minimum spray J"X:;f acre for each application is 10 gal/ac. From 10 to 21 days after the initial
application evaluate the need for a second application of herbidde. If needed apply 16 oz. of Gramoxooo Extra, vegeta-
tion should be green but oot over 4" tall. When using Gramoxone Extra 00 not exceed 3 pints (48 oz.) J"X:;f acre total in
preparation for reseeding.
Or STEP 3b.
Fall-Plateau and Roundup, Spring-Plateau (pre-emerge activity)
In the fall (September 15-October 31) when vegetation is 10" tall apply 8 oz. of Plateau (see footnote) plus 2 pts/ac of
methylated seed oil plus 1 qr/ac of Roundup Ultra. In the spring just prior to planting apply 4 o1Jac of Plateau plus 2 pts/
ac of methylated seed oil for annual weed and seedling tall fescue control.

II. Second Best Method to Control TaU Fescue
Start early fall prior to a spring seeding of warm season grasses.
STEP 1. Fall-Roundup Ultra
When tall fescue is actively growing and 6" to 12" tall apply Roundup Ultra at a rate of 1 quart per acre in 10 gallons
of wara:-.
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STEP 2. Winter-Small grain
&tablish small grain such as wheat or rye using a seeding rate of 1.5 to 3.0 bushels per acre. If erosion is not a
{Ioblem conventionally plant small grain.
STEP 3. Spring-Gramoxone Extra
In the spring, approximately March 1, kill the small grain and any remaining tall fescue by applying 24 oz. ~ acre of
Gramoxone Extra. For ground equipment the minimum spray JU acre for each application is 10 gal/ac. From 10 to
21 days after the initial application evaluate the need for a second application of herbicide. If needed apply 16 oz. of
Gramoxone Extra, vegetation should be green but not over 4" tall. Do not exceed 3 pints (48 oz.) ru acre total in
{Ieparation for reseeding). New seedings may be accomplished same day as last spray occurs.

Or STEP 1. Fall-Plateau and Roundup
In the fall w~n vegetation is 10" tall apply 8 oz. of plateau plus 2 ptFJac of med1ylated seed oil plus I qt/ac of
Roundup Ultra.
STEP 2. Spring-Plateau (pre-ernerge activity)
In the spring just prior to planting apply 4 o:zJac of Plateau plus 2 pts/ac of methylated seed oil for annual weed aOO
seaDing tall fescue control. New seeding may be accomplished same day as last 8(X'ay occurs.

III. Third Best Alternative to Control Tall Fescue
Start early spring prior to a spring seeding.
Spring-Grarnoxone Extra 2x.
About March 1 when tall fescue is octively growing and less tl1an 4" tall kill the fescue by applying 24 o'Ziac of
Gramoxone Extra. From 10 to 21 days after the initial application, evaluate the ~ for a second application of
herbicide. Apply 24 oz. of Gramoxone. Vegetation should be green and not oves: 4" tall. For ground equipment
~ minimum total spray per acre for ead1 application is 10 gaI/ac. Do not exceed 3 pints (48 oz.) pes: acre total in
preparation for reseeding. New seedings may be accomplished same day as last spray occurs.

Or Late Spring-Plateau and Roundup Ultra.
In the spring apply 12 o'Ziac of Plateau, plus 2 pts/ac of methylated seed oil, plus 2 qt/ac of Roundup Ultra.
Apply when fescue is in the boot stage. New seeding may be accomplished same day as last spray occurs.

Or Late Spring-Roundup Ultra.
Apply 3 quarts of Roundup Ultra per acre when most plants have reached boot to early seedhead stage of

development.

It is ~ to control tall fescue one year prior to establishment of alternative vegetative cover. Do oot allow previous
year tall f~ue to make seed When warm season grass fields are to be grazoo, livestock should not have ingested
fescue seed within the last two days. Where erosion is not a threat prepare a seedOO1 and plant Conventional planting
can be advantageous in ~troying old fescue roots, and providing a more level seedbed; however, more tall fescue
seed may be brought to the surface with tillage early in a program to control tall fescue. Conventional planting can be
used on ~ slo~ wren alta'native stri~ (e.g. 50' wide) are establishoo in different years. Establish altenative
vegetation if sufficient natural regeneration to prevent soil erosion is oot ex~ to occur.

The United States Deptlrtlnent of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discriminlllion in aU its progTtllllS ami adiPilies on die basis of race,
color, NIlional origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political belkjs, sexual orientation, and marital or f4llli/ial stallls. (Not aU pro-
hibited bases apply to aU programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alter1Ullive means for communication of progrllln informa-
tion (Brame, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (!'oice ami TOO).

To file a complaint. write USDA, Director, Office ofCml Rights, Room 326~ Whitten Building, 14th and Independence A!'enue, Sit;
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or caD 202-720-5964 (poke or TDD). USDA is - equal opportunity proJ'ider and employ~

Footnote:
Plateau herbicide may be used on Big Bluestem, Liltle Bluestem and Indiangrass at planting, or any time thereafter; including after
seedling grmses have emerged or to perennial stands (donnanr or actively growing).

Switchgrass, Sideoals grama, Eastern Gamagrass and several forbs have a low tolerance to Plateau and therefore should only be applied
at low rates where some stand thinning or loss can be tolerated. Rate of appiicalion varies for different species, always foUow label for
recommended rates and dales of application.


